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1. The temms of the Commission call for.

& report on the constitution and trival
organization of the Osudokus, but I am
assuning that the main orject of the
Enquiry is to ascertain how far the
pretensions of the persocn élaiminq to be
Rotuaco III Konor of Eastern Osudoku are
justified. Refore, bowever, dealinpm with
the immedicte subject of the Enouiry it is
desirahle to give scme account of the
rostility of one particular family, that /

of Otivo, towards Animle, Manche of Osudo¥%u.’

I1 - .

Feud of the Otitro Family

witr» lManche Animle.

2, In 1294 ¢ care, Avurda V 0tivbo
dealine with 1and laimed hy Otitho on
tehalf of the Magche of Osudoku, was heard
before Sir Joseph Hutchinson. From that
csse cvidence is quoted in a cult a few
years later, %o the effect that 0£ib%o
actnovledsed rimself to be a captain under
Arirmle. Tre subcsecuent care referred to
iz trat of Onade V. Donoloe (1897) hefore
Er. Justice “mith, wro bad occa-ion to

orrerve
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2.
ohserve that Otihho and Akavposu were not on
friendly tems with Animle, and he had to
devote a consideramle‘portion of his
Judpment to explaining that Animle end not
Otibho was "king" of the Osudokus. It was
from the incidents which led up to this case
that theAenmity of the Otibbo family towards
Animle must he dated. Kwajo Otibho, who
appears in these cases, was Asfoiatse of the
Gbesekponor tribe. He appears to have becqme
a Christian, to have been held in consider-
able esteem, and at one time to have bheen
Mankralo to Manche Animle. Apperently he
endeavoured to claim for his own family the
lands which had been the subject of the .
Avuada V Otitho where he was representing
the Manche. The feud was ept alive by
other land cases in which the Otibho faction
were wnsuccessful. In 1907 Avakposu, who was
associated with Otibho in Onage V. Donolo,
"hecause Animle was strongly apainst rim in
a certain case", proposed to serve the
Manche of Addah. An enquiry was held into
the matter and Akakposu was kept to his
allegiance to Manche Animle. In 1908 the
last of the land cases was tried, that of
Kugga Ranahene V. Animle and others, in whic
the plaintiffs wére unsuccessful. Certain
memhers of the Otibho family wroie to the
Pronvincisal Cormissioner expressing their
dissatisfaction with the judpment and
explainine that the Chief Justice had beer
led astray hy the cunnine and the lies r

the Accra Lawyers. It was during th’
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3. )
trat an intimation wes received at Akuse

that Animile had heen dentooled. Dr. Palmer

then Acting as pistrict Commissioner, wan

instructed to hold an enquiry. e found

thaet Animle had not heen destooled and that
Otiwho faction hed no wish to destool him,
if he would listen to what they conéider
theilr just demandf. Among their demands was
unrestricted right to fish in the Nomoyi
creek, wrich querntion Dr. Palmer "considered
was undouhtedly ot the rottom of the whole
trouhle". At the enquiry a momentary
reconciliation wa< effectec and "et the

end of the proceedinge Tsutau Otibho

(son of ¥wajo Otihho deceasned) representing
his side, purlicly and voluntarily epologi=
seg to the Manche for the trouhle that had
heen caused". The next day, however, a
1etter was received from the Captains of
the Osudoku trihes explaininm the position
in regard to the Nomoyi creek; that the
Osudolus had incurred costs amount ing to
£265 of which £145 had been paid leevinr~ a
balance of £120; that the Otihho family
had refused to contribute towards these
.expenses; that Kwajo Otitho had sided
against the Osudokus in the case; »nd tha.
wtil the family paid their share they
would not he pranted the right of fishing.
Dr. Paelmer suggected as a solut ion of the
difficulty that the Otibho family should *
allowed to fish in the creek, and that t
pecuniary claim should he pursued in Cou.
To a certain extent the advice was &

o adopted
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adopted, for Mr. Maxwell writing on Fehruary

9th, 1911 states:-
"(a) The refusal’of Tsutsu Otitho of Kortorkor

"to pay his share of the legal and other
"expenses ‘incurred prior to the settlement of
"the Nomoyi ereeck question. Judgment wes given
"against Otihho in the Manche's Court and
"Otihho has not yet applied for leave to
"appesl. Otihho is therefore liable as a

" judgment debtor. Otibho admitted the judement
"in the Manche's Court and I infommed him he
"must pay. He promised to do so". I unders tand
that Tsutsu Otibho did not satisfy the judgment
nor was process issued against him by the

native court.

3. The Otikho family have recently become
more aggressive and more impudent. They are
constantly sending letters ignoring or
repudiating the judement of the High Court, ‘
or asserting that Animle is a usurper and that
the true Headchief of the Osudokus should be
seiected from_their family. In PFebruary of
this yéar a letter was received from Mate Za

Botchie stating that W.N.Botueko with the
title of Manche of Kortorkor Osudoku, had
been placed on the ancient stool of the Ghese-
kponor and Ghesedom tribes, and that this
section, at eany rate, of the Osudoku people
would no longer acknowledge Animle. I had an
interview with Botugko and his followers, and
infonned them I could not recognise another
ManGhe in Osudoku, nor allow them to disown
their Headchief. Three daye later a "Treaty

of Peace or Afp010gise“ was drawn up by the
4 Botuako
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Botuako ang Otibbo families acknowledging

Animle as their Headchief ‘and with drawing

any design of appointing a chief of their own;

but, at the same time, asking that the

1iterates of the tribes should be allowed

to take a part in Court duties. Again the
reconciliztion was short-lived, for a few days
1ater several memhers of the Otibbo fomily
complained of heinpg asseulted by'.Animle's
followers. It appears that a complaint had
heen made to Animle of the tribal imprisonment
of a woman at Kortorkor, Otitbo's town. Animle
sent for the parties to be brought to him;
some opposition was encountered by his men, and
the complainants were all arrested. I tried
the case myself and I was of o;;inion that
Animle had jurisdiction to enguire into the

complaint and to compel the attendants of the

parties concered. Whether unnecessary viclenet

was employed I was wahle to say, as I coulad
place no reliance whatsoever on the false and
exaggerated statemente of the complainants.

I informed Otirho that on my return from leave
I would go into the matter of his right to

try cases, and into the tribal organization of
the Osudokus. In Augusf, however, there was

a fresh outburst of activity. A "Petition of
Right" was sent to the Governor, the Chief
Justice, the Provincial Commiésioner and the
Secretary for Native Affairs and I believe
other officials, stating that Animle was a
usurper and that Botuako femily was the

line from which the Manche shoulé he chosen
G It
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It announced also that the election of motuakc
III, " as ¥onor of Tantern Osudol-u" and
ae independent of Animle. A elaim, emhod led
in a "Puhlic Notice", wns maode on hehalf
of the RPotuako and Otitbo femilles to Ause
ond Osudoku lands, and a demand was made
upon every householder in A-use, native
and European alike to be ready to produce on
a certain date for inspection hy T.¥.0tihbo
their title to their lands end houses. It was
ot this stage that the Cormission of Enquiry
was eppointed.

4. I may point out that "Konor Botuako
II1 of Eastern Osudoku" is not, the same
as "Manche W.N.Rotuaxo" of Kortorkor Osudoku"
who made a short appearance in Osudoku
politics at the hréginning of this year. The
1atter met with an "accident", in fact , be
beceme insane, and "Konor Botuako III is an
elder brother and was his Secretary, hei-ng

then known as G.T. Adjidah.

III

The Manche of the Osudokus,

- - "t e o e

Court, ete.

5. Tradition says that the Osudokus .
accompanied the Kroboes in their migrat ion
from the Same, some place on the Niger, .
to the Gold Coast. Their first Manche is.
said to have been Nua, who on accownt of

war end o foenily dlspute Left what is now

Onudoku, and with some of his people made

|
\ hie
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his way to the Coast to fowrd a azw Ouu
now Christianshorg. Those who remained
behind, " the ruine" (Doku), chose as -
their Manche Otwi Titriku of the sane

tribe and of the sane compound as Nua, he
was succeeded by the Tu Adsena, who appears
in Reindorf's 1ist as "King" of the Osudozus
at the battle of Katamasu. At the date of
that hattls he is said to have been an old
man. After Tu Adsena came three of nis

sons in the following order, Nate Ge,

Abro and the present llanche Animle. In his
history of the Gold Coast Reindorf{ places
the migration of Nua at a date not later
than 1528. Allowing %Ywo menerations for the
reirns of Otwi Titrikxu and Tu Adsena up to
the datz of the battls of “atasansu, 1826
it would follow *that there was a considerabl
inta-~val betweon Yua and Otwi Titriku. In
any canre, nowevar, the latier must now be
rexarded as the rool of descont and any
avpirait to the stool of Osudoliu nust clainm
throush nim. o

6. The procedurs in connection with the

elaction of a Mahere was rzcorded In Dr.
Palmer's rzport., I caused nhis descriotion
to e r:ad out in open Court., There waz no
exprzssion of dissent

, And “anche Aniale

Ma ¥Yotua (in syapathy apparzntly with

ot

Otiv»o) and "wesl Adu, hoth Elders of the

Ghesedo1 triva, to each of »hom I put the
question, stated %hat the description was
a true one. I quotz the procedurz in Dr.

Palmer's om words:- " lTative
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"Native Customs necessary in appointing

O ated —

o a Manche to the stool of Osudoku._

- —— > st T -

"After a long discussion all present

"agreed tilat the following was the procedure:-

" The Head and Elders of the four tribes
"Ghesedom, Ghesekponor, Larnor and Karepa will
"go together to the Head of the Dorsi family
"and say they wish to elect a new Manche;
"the Head of the Dorsi family who may be a
"man or a woman, will then 'nominate a person
"ywho must bhe a manber of the Dorsi family.
nIf the representatives of the trihe object
nto the candidate they may refused hin hut
nit is customary for the head of the Dorsi
" family to consult with these representatives
"hefore actually nominating a candidate, but
"ho candidate can be appointed without the
nconsent of the head of the Dorsi and he must
nominate a Porsi. When duly elected a day is
" fixed ahout 4 weeks later, during which time
"money is collected from the whole tribe to
" buy sheep, cloths and drinkablas. On that
"day all the people assemble at Osudoku, the
"articles hought are handed over to the
"nead of the Dorsi who then places the new
"Manche on the stool, a sheep is killed and
ngome of the blood put on his feet, the druas
"heat, and the stool property is handed over
"hy the Elders who had charge of it during
"the interregnua. The custom is then finished
"a:nd the Manche duly enstooled. Unless this
"is done the enstoolment is not regular and

"not valig".

7.
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7. Descent anong the Osudokus 1is
reckoned through the male line, and the
occupant of the stool therefore must be a
menher of the Dorsi trihe and must trace
descent on his father's side from Otwi
Titriku,

8. The Manche and his Elders fora a Courd
for the trial of land cares, and for
serious cases such as witchraft. In cases
of importance the Manche would swamon the
Captains or Asafoistsemel of the tribves,
who would bring their Elders with thenm.
The 1and occupied ™y the people was distri-
huted by the Manche among the tribes and
thereupon its contvrol hecame vested in the
Asafoiatse of each tride. The Manche is not
entitled to tribute from the land or creeks,

bhut it would begood manners" to make him

somé offering.

Iv
Osudoku Trihes and powers
and mode of élection of

the Asfoiatsemei.

9. The people are divided into five

tribes:-

The Dorsi tribe, which is the ruling
tribe; the present
Asafoiatse or "Captain"
is a amall boy.

The Ghesekponor tribe, Asafoiatse Tettey
Axako.

The Gbesedom tribe, Asafoiatse Na Appiah.
The Klikxpa tribe, Asafoiatse Atakplai
The Larnor tribe, Asafoiatse Tei Asilevi.

q 10.
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10. The origin of the five trihes is
obsecure; they are said to have existed at
the time of Nua. In the evidence there is
gome suggestion that the Gbesekponor and
Gbesedom tribes were at one time united,
but the question is not now of practical
interest for the time when the tribes were
one is time past the memory of man. It was
stated that the Asafoiatsemeil are all equa
hut that age and experience would count,
that th'is was the case with the late Kwajo
0tibbo who came to be regarded as Mankralo
I am incline to think, however, that the
position is not a personal one but': that
the Asafoiatse of the @besekponor 1is ex-
officio Mankralo for it is proposed to
eppoint as the next Mankralo Tettey Akako
who has not long heen Asafoiatse of the
Gbes;kponors, bhut who fills the position
held by Kwajoe Otibho.

11. The tribal land is under the contrc
of the Asafoiatse and for pemmnission to fa
or fish application mlust be made to him,
tlhOUgh an applicant if he complains of |
uifair treatment san appeal to the Manche,
The Manche has apparently no power over the
user or allotment of tribhal lands. It will
be rememhered that before Dr. Palmer,
~ Manche Animle expressed his concurrence
with ,fhe compromise arranged but was doubt-
ful if it would prove acceptable to his
peopls. The next day it was repudiahed
by the Asafoiatsemei of the five tribes.

2. Each Asafolatse :_a.nd his elders

formm a Court for petty cases, that is to
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say, cass whara the penalty or danaad 13 two
or three pounds; land cases, and cases which
are "higger than the Asafoiatse" zo to the
Manche.

13. Each Asafoiatse is chosen frum one oOr
more fanilies in the tribe, descent heing
rackoned through the mals line. When the
office is vacant the clders on their own
initiative, or at the direct of the lManchc ,
ask tne family to nominate a successor. The
nominee is confined in a room for a weex,
certain rites are perfomned, and he then
fomally presented to the Manche with the
intimation that the Manche's wishes and orders
must be camunicated to the tribe throuzh
the new Asafoiatse. The lianche retums the
Asafoiatse to the tribe, tells them to take
care of him and to obey him and gives a present
of a case 0of rum. The Manche has the right
to refuse to accept an Asafoiatse presented
to him. Each Asafoiatse has & stool, an oath
aﬁ unbrella and a Sword.

14. The position of an elder is an heredi-
tary one passing from father to son. Not all

ecads of families are elders, and thers appear
to ve principal and inferior elders.

15. There are several villages belonging
to the tribes. They are scarttered about
the division and are not concenirated on
defined tribal areas. The headman of a village
has practically very little power. He}night

\ sett e

\
\
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sethle a fanily quarrel, hut heyond that any
dispute would mo to one of the Asafoiatse or

the Manche. The villages in Osudoku are as

a rule 1ittle better than amall collections
of palm huts, and are not regarded as adnini-
strative units. They are often called after
the nage of the first settler, who is regagded
as the headman to receive the Asafoiatse's

instruct ions.

V.
The Pretensions of "Konor

Botuaxu IIf"

16. There 1s lithle difficulty in arriving
at a conclusion with regard to the pretension:
of "xonor Botusku IIL of Bagtern Osudoku".
The title it is admitted 1s one of recent
invention. The family do not appear to have
a defiﬁite idea of the extent of jurisdiction
they desire to claim. In the first instancr
it is claimed over the whole of the Osudrku
tribes; in default over as many &3 choose
to accept it; in the last resort, overT the
&besekppnor and Ghesedom tribes. As already
stated there is only a dim tradition that in
‘early days the tribes were united, and
there is no trustworthy evidence as to the
identi%y of any Manche who reicned over them.
The election has no pretence to validity.

It is repudiated by the Asafoiatsemeli.
Those who are consulted appear to have heen
four members of the Ghesekponor trive ( and
they only of Otibhd’s family) and one Mate
7a Botchie of Ghesedom, who has an intelli-

givle and full tlooded antipathy to Animle,
)i
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and guardianship of wwadjoe 0tivbo and

13.

for he considers him the causze of his

father's imprisonment and death. It is

disputed that these people Are entitled
to descrihe themselves as elders, and
it is denied that they have any right to
speak in the name of the trives. The
atool .upon which Botuako has been placed

i temed the ancient Botuako stool. It

im ngnitted that many years have elapsed
gince the stool was 138t occupied. It is

stated that it came into the possession
was

passed on hy him to his son rsutsu Otibho,

that it was decided to revive it when the
Otibho family we?e oppressed, and robbed
of their lands by Animle. I consider,
however, that the account of this stool
given by‘Tei Lasiji, Animle's Chief
Linguist, sounds more prohable, that
the stool is the Nadu Fetish stool, that
it was filled alternatively by nominees
from the Gbesedom or Gbesekponor tribes,
that one Rotusko vwas at one time destined
for the stool, but‘that he died before it
became vacant, that since the Nadu Fetish
was prohibited in;ngg, the stool has
not been occupied. The Linguist also
stated that the person claiming to he
Rotuako IIT is & son of Botuszo by a
déughter of Kwajo Otibbo.

i?. It may be convenient to state

here that the followers of the Ot ibbo

faoction are few in number &nd that
t hey
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they ashare in the generael poverty which seems
the unfortunate 1ot of the Osudoku people.
After the first adjoumment of the Enquiry
Konor Botusko III was arrested on a judgment
dehtor warrant in respect of a claim for
£20. HWe appealed those he temmed his elders
to satisfy the deht. They declined and he
made a forclble and‘not wmnatural protest
against their macing him a Konor and then
allowing him to go to goal. They undertook
to pay the money next day, hut could find
no one in Akuse to trust them, 'and eventually
promised to collect it in a week's time
from their people. At the conclusion of
the Enquiry I understand the Botuako in
charge of a bailiff left Akuse for Accra
' goal. The family or perhaps it is fairer
to sef certain members of it, set great store
of their Education and their Christianity.
The fommer to judge from their letters and
their spoken English is meagre in the
extrane, and the gf}f//ghas not served to
quench "the natural though corrupt love of
the 1ie itself". )

18. I have endeavoured to ascertain if,
at all, these people have been oppressed
by Manche Animle. I find that their animosi
towards him is inspired by resentment at /
decisions in his favour given by High Court.
They appear to have had the usual
opportunity of putting forward their
claims but their claims did not commend
themselves to the leamed judees. With

regard to assualts, and illtreatment it

t : seems
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»,

seana that the Otirho family have heen holding

Court and tryine canas, Rotualo has certainly

issued swanonnen on the foms sanctioned
hy the Vative Jurisdiction 0rd1nm1c§, and
Aninmle hds naturally taken exceptlon to this.
Possihly the fanily has also a further
prievance thouch it is one which wai not put-
forward at the Enquiry, that one of the

wwajo Otinho direct descendanthad not heen
chosen to succeed him. It is not unnatural
however that Manche Animle should regard with
disfavour the appointment of a per3on 50
closely allied with one wno had sided with

his adversaries and who appears to have
inspired much of the litigation against him.
In any case I am not of opinion that the
representati%es of the family whose acquain-
tance I have made, are not 1likely to prove

an assisting influence in Osudoku affairs. On
the whole I do not consider that their hosti-
1ity towards Animle is hased on solid prov:ds,
and I an inclined to agregwvitn Mr. Maxwell

who wrote in 1911 "The whole trouble is
caused by a person of the scholar type who
has been for many years now trying to create
strife in the Osudoku division and who unfor-
tunately received encouragement from an

officer not now in the service".

VI

Conclusions and Recommendat ions.

19. The conclusions at which I have
arrived are:-
(i) Tnat the Manche and his elders ané

the Asafoiatse and his elders of each tribe.
(icte
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i

are the only native authorities entitled to

exercise jurisdiction in the Osudoku division

(11) That the claims put forward by
Konor Botuaka III end his followers are not

founded on fact.

If these conclusions are warrented I

recommend th@t Manche Animle, the Asafoiatse-

mei of the trihes, and the 0tibbo family, he
summoned to a public meeting, and be informed
in acoordance therewith; that the emhlems
recently tezen from the 0t ibho family be
destroyed; and that any further attempt on
the part of the Otibbo family to exercise

a jurisdiction to which they are not entitled

' be punished with severity.

(Sgd) C. H. Harper

COMMISSIONTR.

November 14th ,1913.
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MOTE® O™  EVINENOE.

The Comminsion sat on the 30th and

318t October, 1st and 3rd November.

The witnesses examined were:-

Atakplai ce
Ate Alu .o

Nyalco Ahohi son

Botuako alias Adjidah

Na Kotun_ cos
Mate Opale ...
Tsutsu Otihho e
. ’
¥wesi Adu : s
Bekoe oeis
Ado Chu 3 0.0
]
Tettey Acaco noo
Wa Rorhoyo 500

Moses Oghe Potuako ...

Tettey Amusu L

Tei Lasidji ohe e

Asafoiatse of the
K1ixpa tribe (p.1)

An Elder of the Klikpa
trive (p.2)

A 1linpguist to Manche
Animle (p.3)

Claims_to he Konor
Rotuako IIL of RBastemn

Osudoku (p.5) .

An Elder of the nbese-
dom trive (.p. 7) .

An _Elder of the Ghese=-
kponor trihe (p. 9 )

An_Elder of the_ghese=
_kponor tribe (p.1R)

An Blder of the Gbhesedom
trive (p.14)

An Elder of the (hesedom
tribe and representing
the Asafoiatse, his
brother (p. 15)

An Elder of the Lammor
tribe (p. 16)

Asafoiatse of the Gbese-
trive (p.17)

Linguist to the nhese-

kponor tribe (p.18)

Father of the cle imant
Botuaco IIT (p.19)”

Of the Aresedom tri"
o Ap21) T

Linguist_to Kwajo Otibho
deceased and now linguig
to the claimant (p.2?Y

Chief Linnuist to
Manche Animle (p.?22)

The names of those written in red ink were

supporters to a greater or less extent of; the

Otihvo family.
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EVIDENCE TAKEN AT THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY
INTO THE CONSTITUTION AND TRIBAL ORGANIZATION
OF THE OBUDOKUS,

Oth: QOctober, 1913
ATAKPLAI 8, . T, b,

I am the head of the Klf%a trive, one of
the five Osudoku tribes. I have Councillors. Our duty is
to do anything Manche Animle requires us to do, He sends
to me and it ie done through me. I try petty cases, but
any case of importance I take to the Manche, Witcheraft
cases are big ocsses. I have no right to try land cases.
The elders who made me head of the Klﬁéa trive are dead,
there i only one alive., He is present in Court, Ate Alu
is his name., I have plenty of villages under me. There are
three houses from which the headman is chosen, One house
first, Chanway, then from the second Buam, then the third
Klé%a the same neame as the tribe, I have been headman about
thirty years now, During the whole of that time I have
lived at Osudoku. I was mede headman ten years before the
KROBOS came down from the hill,

The deseription I have given of the constitution of
my tribe applies also to the other tribes.

There is a stool for the Kl?%a trive and it is held
according to native rites. I am entitled to have a state
umbrélla, a message stick, and.a golden sword.,

There is an oath attached to the stool. The rites of
my enstoolment were as follows:;- I was first arrested by '
the family and placed in a room for a week. After that I
was carried on two guns round the village in Mancha Animle‘
village and vas formally presented to him, Manche was told
by the tribe I had been made head, and that anything
connected with the tribe should pass through me. Manche
Animle then presented 'the trive with a case of rum, He then
handed me back to the tribe and told them to take care, of

\‘l
me. E
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These rites take place in other elections. I have
the state umbrella eto,, I met them all with the S8tool.

My tribe have lived in OSUDOKU a very long time,
end it ig diffioult to esy how they ocdme, with whom they
ocame, and when they came,

ATE ALU 8. &0 Ty b,
I am one of the Elders of Klikpa tribe. I helped

to put Atakplai on the stool of the Klikpa tribe. Atakplai's
father was one of the ei&erl and he was with us when we
consulted who was to be the right person on stool. The
stool was empty and Manche Animle instructed us to £111 it.
Atakplal was the man we eleoted and shewed to Animle.
‘ The predecessor to Atakplal died a very long time ago.
1 do not remember him, It is because the stool was long
vaocant that Manche Animle bade us £ill it. A state umbrells,
a meguagé stiok and a sword belongs to the stool, There is
an oath attached to the stodl, “Odikéaen“ I have now sworn
the oath before giving my evidence, It is an OSUDOKU oath,
It is sworn by OSUDOKU people but belongs to the Klikpa
trive, ,

The oath is attached to,the stool because the gtool
is taken to war, Klikpa headman being Captain, and because
_it is taken to war it is called Odikisen,

The h;admaA and Councillors try cases between persons
of the Klikpa,triba. They have not powexr to try the same
caseé as the Manche, They can only try petty cases, If the
headman has a case bigger than himself he must take it to
thé Manoche,

Everyone ens® in the three houses is considered an
elder when he comes to a certain age, .
NYAKO ABOBI 8., &, I, Db.

The line of Osudoku Manchemei is before

Animle, Abro, before Abro, Nate Ge, before Nate Ge, Tu
Adsina, vefore Tsu Adsina, Otwi Titriku, bvefore Otwi Titriku
Nua, Nua departed to X'borg, Hg was the firet Manche., After
his departure the Dokus made Otwi Titriku their Manche.

\9 .
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He wan a relative from the same compound,
The "DOKUS" ( " ruins ") were the people who remained

behind after Nua departed. Tha stool desocends through the

male line and not through the female.
The OSUDOKU people are divided into five tribes:-
Dorsi tribe, the head of that is Animle, Gbesekpono tribe,

the head of that is Tettey Akako. Gbesedom tribe, the head

of that is Atakplai,
The Larnor tribe, the head of that is Tei Asilevi.

The five tribes existed before Nua left. They each have
a headman and elders, who are entitled to try cases, petty
cases, such as a market quarrel, big cases they must take

to the Manche ., They must not try land cases . All these

headmen have villages under them,
I cannot say how the division into tribes arose, It

came about a long time ago. I have not myself witnessed the
tribes going to war, and what I now say is hearsay. Manche
Animle's trive, the Dorsi tribe, are the main body.
The Gbsekpono and Gbesedom are the right wing.
Larnor and Klikpa are to be on the lef't wing,.
The v;llageé of the various tribes are mixed up together,
Manche Animle is Manche of all these tribes., He belongs
to the Dorsi family; so did his predecessors., The Manche of
Osudoku must come from the Dorsi tribe. I cannot give
the ceremonies which accompany the installation of a Manche
of OSUDOKU, No man is alive who saw the i%e installation

of the Manche. ( An extract from Dr: Palmer's report as to
the ceremonies attendant on therkection and installation of a
Headchief of OSUDOKU was read to Manche Animle, and he

agreed that the gyocedﬂre there stated was the procedure

followed in his case ) I have heard the evidence of the ' -
first two witnesses, and their evidence as to the election
of headmer, theity stools, their insignia, etc is true. It .

is true of all the five tribes.
The title of the headman is "Asafoatse" he is not entitled

to call himeelf Manche or Konor.
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I have never heard of any district called Eastern OSUDOKU.
OSUDOKU is not divided into Eastern and Western,

The headman try small debt cases not exceeding two or
threé pounds., He can try other petty cases, but cannot try
land cases, wounding cases or witcheraft cases.

I was present when Tettey Akako was presented to Manche
Animle as head of the Gbese-Kponor tribe. The Manmhe gave
them a sheep and rum., This was about five years ago. I don't
know the person he succeeded, 1 know his name Asimei,

The elders of the tribe brought Akako. Two of the elders
came and plenty of youngmen, Tetteh Kwao and yg; Dosu were
the two elders,

The head of the Gbesdom tribe is Na Appiah, I did not .
see him presented to the Manche., Anomo, Osiedu, are certain
of the elders.

The head of the Larnor tribe is not well, Ata can come

and also Adu of the elders.
The Mankralo at present is Tettey Akako the head of

the Gbese-Kponor tribe,

Before him was Otibbo, He refused the position because

he was going to become a Christian, He handedd it over to

one Asumei., Asumei died and Teptey Akako was elected.
The Mankralo is elected by the Gbese-Kponor people and is
presented to the Manche.

The Manche has a right to refuse or.aecept anyone
presented to him, 4

BOTUAKO, sworn states:- ‘
I am Ebenezer I, Adjidah Botuakoo, I am about

21, I went to school at Lggose. I reached the VII' standard
I returned from iagoe about two years ago. I was at Lagog .
for three years. I was a school boy at Accra before I went
to Lagos. After my return from Lagos for a short time I was
a cocoa buyer., I claimed through W.N.Botuakoo some months

ago to be headchief of Kortorkor Osudoku I withdrew that

claim, I have written letters since claiming to be nKonoxr of
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of Eastern Osudoku", I have been acting on what I hav7‘told,
1 do not actually known myself. I have been told by Teutsu
Otibbo, Aoting Mankralo, Na Koto, Mate Opale, They are the
the elders of the Gbesekponor and Gbesedom tribes. The title
of Konor of Bastern Osudoku was invented three years 8go. :
Aoting Mankralo Tsutsu Otibbo and his elders conferred it on
me, I was so recognised when I returned from Lagos. There was
no one who was Konor of Eastern Osudoku before me but there

was one who ruledd over all Osudoku before., This was Ogbe

Asumei, I have known of him by hearsay.
I have no Headquarters I am now making Headquarters in

Osudrku country on the River Volta Zomley -FPon. As Konor of
Bastern Osudoku I claim the right to try ocases., 1 have a stool
It is an old stool., It was the stool kept by Kwajo Otibbo a
long time ago and was given over to me when 1 was elected .
I am of the Gbesekponor tr;be. I am presently the head of the
Gbesekponor tribe, Kwajo Otibbo is my grandfather. He was
head of the Gbesekponor tribe., In this day there was no Konor-
ship of Eastern Osudoku. He was only looking after the stool
He was a Mankralo to Botuako, Manche of all the Osudokus.

Gbesekponor and Gbesedom.are the two Eastern Osudoku tribes

The Klikpa, Dorsi and Larnor tribeq are trying to make
a row with me so I ask them to stand onef side.

The people of Eagtern Osudokus collected money and bought

a sheep I was then kept in a room for a week, After a week the
8t00l which I am occupying now wés brought out., I 2>was led
round the stool three times, I was placed on the stool, A sheep
was killed and the blood was poured on my feet, Rum was also
poured on my feet and was told I had been made a big man, a
Konor of Eastern Osudoku or Kortorkor Osudoku, This wae three
months ago. It took place at Kortorkor. I was not taken to
Manche Animle. I have nothing to do with him therefiore I did
not go to him, When I said the title of "Konor of Eastefn
Osudoku" was invented three years ago., I mean that I was told

then 'that I should be made Konos '.ut the @eremony was not

. 22
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performed until three monthe ago.

An attempt was made to put W.N.Botuakoo on the stool but an
acoident prevented it. He is my younger brother, He was
suffering from insanity, He was the boy who claimed to be
Osudolu Qeadchief in March last. He was never placed on the
atool because of the accident he wrote letters as Osudoku
Headchief., e had been elected on the junior stool i,e. on the
Gbesekponor and Gbesedom ptooln, and haéd & right to slgn as
Osudoku headelief,

NA KOTUN 8, &, T. b,

1 remember when Animle wes put on the stool, 1 am
of the Cbesedom tribe., Na Appiah is the Asafostne of the Gbese-
dom tribe., I am an elder of the tribe. He is some where in
Agoli. I 1ive at Volivo. I was in the village when Na Appiah
wes put on the stool. This was about two years ago. He had
vorne the title some years before.

In the case of road cleaning and in the case of hounse
building we received Manche Animle's order through Ne Appiah.
We try capes, I do not live in his village, vut as far as I

know he tries petty ceses. I have not tried cases with him,
1 do not know whether he tries land cases. Big cases would go
to Animle or perhaps to the Government .I saw the whole cerem
of Animle's installation. He was placed on his encestral stoo.
that is to say he was made headchief of Osudoku.

I am an elder of the Gqsedom trive, We are under Manche
Animle. The only person since I have grown up and known
myself, that I know who is in any way a Konor is Manche Animl

I know the last witnese. Hé is Konor of Gbesekponor. He i

ﬁbao Konor of Gbesedom people, Na Appiah is an Asafoatse.
Gbesedom and Gbesekponor are all one. Dom is"lower" Kponor is
"upper" part,

The elders of the Gbesedom tribe elected Na Appiwal
as their Captain, There are many Gbeé@om villaéee.

Tettey Akako is the Captain of the Gbesekponor tribe.

Volivo is e Gbesedom village. It is where I live. Gbesedon

oo
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Gbesedom people live there. Manche Animle 18 our headchief .

Botuako is elso & Manche but Animle is ebove him.

I have listened to the procedure described in the extract

from Dr: Palmer's report. 1t is the correct procedure of the

enntoolment of the Manche of Osudoku.

There was no one to my knowbedge at the time Animle was pu

n now cleimed by Botualo.

1 do not know

on the stool who occupied the positio

I have heard of people claiming the position.

of any one ocoppying this position, But Botusko, I am told

claims it through his ancestors. I have been hearing of the

case many years. People vere telking of it along time before

Animle was put on the stool. What I heard people Bay was that

| ]
Botuako family had also got a stool of their own, It ib

difficult question to see what the stool was. The parents of

Botuako might be able better to answer the question .

Mate Opale B. &« T. b,

I 1ive at Volive and am one of the Gbesekponor tribe

I was not present when Animle wes put on the gtobl, I was alive

then but I was sick., I am an elder of the Gbesekponor tribe

I am uncle to Tihbo. Tettey Ablah is Asafoatse of the tribve.

A.

1 know Tettey Akako. He is an Asafoatse for one part of his !
house. .

Pettey ceses between Gbesekponor people are heard by the
Mankralo Otibbo. The Otibbo I mean is now dead. At the present
time small capes would go before Tsutsu Otibbo., He has
Councillors to help him try case.'I am one of the Councillors
Big cases would aleo be heard by Otibbo. Gbesekponor do not

take their cases to Animle,

In the 0ld days they used to do 0. Animle and his people
used to give Otibbo family much trouble, 80 I advised them
to 1ive under some one else. I gave them this advice about
pix monthe ago., They have acted on my advice, The, Botuako
stool has been given them,
When Osudoku broke up and part went to Acora and part to

Takolokonya, Botuako and hie family went to the latter place.,
2
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His father was u priest, They returned to Osudoku and
settled én tne hill, Botuako and hig family died leaving myself
and my nephews the sole survivers, After our ancestor had all
€one I advised these youngmen to find some one to put on their
ancestral stool, The treatment the Otibbo family received from
Animle was too painful for me so I adviped them to get some one
to place on the stood,

Asumei was on the Btool before the present occupant, 1
cannot romﬁger Asumei, I did not know him. I am telling what I
was told, In these days Kwajo Otibbo kept the stool and looked
after Botuajo'sn family, As they had no trouble with Animle
in those daye there was noipeed Yo put anyone on the stool, It
is rigﬂ} that Botuako says ;e now exercieses jurisdiction over
Gbesekponor and Gbesedom trives, In the days when the stool was
vacant Otibbo would try the cases, and some of the cases would

g0 to Animle. In those cases there was no trouble with Animle.
Taklolonya is on the other side of the River.
It was in the days of Nate Ojirepe that Osudoku was
broken up.,
He was the Manche,

Resumed 2, p, m, Eridéy Octobér 3let,

I am the oldest mémber of the Botuake family now living,
The Botuako and Otibbe family are from one compound, The femily
is divided into six divisions, three belong to Btuako, Mate
Aka who was head of the family died and was succeeded by Botuako
was succeeded by Ogbe Akpla, Ogbe‘Akpla was succeeded by Nate
Ojirape. He was pucceeded by one Tjodor. ( I was born in the
days of the last. I knew him very 1g¥g¥y/ little )
(Witness now states Nate Ojirape succeeded'TJodor) Those who ..a
told me the genealogy did not mention any other names, These
people 1 have mentioned are elders like nyself, Non; of them
are Manchenei,
Qgbe Asumei and thégfirst Botuako were half-brothers. From
them succeeded three out of the six divieions. Asumei lived

many yeéra before I did, He used to be called Btuakosei, He was
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He was Manche over the

wes one of the olden days Manchemei,
tribes

Gbesedom and Gbesekponor, He was Manche over the five

of Osudoku. It is on Asumei's stool that I nave put Botuako,

that is to say over the five osudoku tribes, but who rejects

him and who accepts him may accept him, Asumei wes 1iving at

the time of the Katamansu war. I wap told he was on the stool

then. He was the leader of the Osudokus in that war. I have

heard of Tu Adsena, that he was one of the foremost men who led

I have heard that Tu Adsens wes 0N the

the Osudokus to war,

stool,
Animle's people are not Osudokus. They are strangers
to the priest. They were asked to preside

They are

they were given over
tool as they have become bloed relations.
ig that Animle

over the s
They do not circumeise. The trouble
¢ our due on the land

Twi-people.

and his people will not allow us to hav
The land is divided into portions., Animle and hie people have
taken Asucheri hil) end Osudoku hill into their possession,

Aﬁimle and his people share their devfs with ue whefeas they

nave taken the land”‘ where we used to benefit,

The land and the rivers on the land is at the bottom
of our dispute. Fven if the land dispute was settled it woyld
be enought for they have given my childronctoo much trouble
we wish to be independent . We bave been frequently assualted
by his people. I did not ;ee Asumei put on the stool I was
told the ceremonies of installation by Tjodor who died a long

time ago, He told me all the ancient histofvy

When they are going to put & man on the stool they buy a
hat, a pair of sandals, a sheep and a cloth., These are given
to the person elected, The elders of the two Gbese tribes elect
the Manche. They elected Botuako, There was a meeting at
Kortorkor. All the eldere were present. There were four elders,
They were summoned, some were sick, and some did not attend,
The names of the four elders were Te, (Nakoto, could not attend
80 was represonted) Tettey Adjogodi, Tsutsu Tibbo and myself,
Ve did not show him to anyone. ‘The stool belongs to us alreedy.

Thoee who were on the river came to see, but those who are not

1
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net on the river have not yet peen, Some of them have seen,
This was two monthe ago. The election of W,N. Botuako I know
nothing about, I had heard he had been nominated but I have
nothing to do with it myself.

TSUTSU OTIBBO ®., 4. X« b,
I am one of the Gbesekponor tribe. I have

been an elder about eight years. Botuako is head of the trive.
Tettey Akako is a captain of the tribe., I used to hear cases®
between the Gbesekponor people. Elders like myself, Serious cases
were sent to the Gavernment, There was no superior native
tribunal to whioh we sent cases. Since Akako has been

made a captain, he has never met me over a‘case. He vas made

Apafoatse by Kwajo Otidbbo,
No oases go from Gbesekponor tribe to Manche Animle.

Ghesekponor people are not under Manche Animle. Botuako II, is
headchief of the Gbesekponor people. He has been on fhe stool

three or four months, Deceased Botusko was on the stool before

this one. There was considerable spaceé of time between the last
occoupant and present occupant. During that time the stool was in
the keeping of my father Kwajo Tibbo, %7father was Mankralo

his Manche was the £ikxxt last Botueako, Botuako has Jurisdiction
over Gbesedom and Gbesekpenor and tries cases between these two
tribves. Myself, last witness, Tettey Adjogodi Amankwa Otibbo, Moses

Ogbe and plenty of the Townspeople the Kortorkor townspeople put
one

him on the stool, There waa/ﬂhte Za of Gbesedom, These are the

the people who elected a Manche for the Gbesekponor end the

Gbesedom people. No one else had a say in the matter. We have

not to show the Manche to anyone.
There has been no meeting of the Gbesedom or Ghbesekponor

elders in connection with this matter.
We have tRected. him according to the customs and ancient

LI Y

history of the two tribes. There are plenty of elders in the

Gbesedom tribe. There are more than in the Gbesekponor tribe,

I don't know their names, One of the elders attended, that is

sufficient to show their approval. The consent of four of the
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th°[°1°°t10n. and no one has objected. Kwajo Thbbo my
the ceremonies

told me this number was suffioient, I do not know
. edged

of the installation of the last ocoupant, I have never acknowl
Animle ap Headchief. He ip not Headchief of the Gbesekponors.
I acknéwledged Manche Animle as my Headchief in a Treaty of
Peace before the D. C. The Manche treated us badly immediately
aftorwards and we thought if better to make our own Ximg Chief.

Resumed November 1lst:

-
e L L L Ll R L ]

Botuako is asked'by the Commissioner if he wishes to call
further evidence. He states that he desires to call Kwame and Ogbe

now living at Zandoh. On Monday it was reported by T.K. Otibbo that

his two men were unable to come, They are two*elders among the
Gbesekponor'tribe. »I want them to bear me out that the Botuako

stool wap in existence a long time ago and not recently mxmnked

invented ",

KWESI ADU s, &, r. b, pays!«

I am an elder of the Gbesedom tribe. I have been an elder
& long time, How long I cannot say. There is no Manche of the Ghese
dom tribe, Na Appiah is Asafoatse., The duties of the Asafoatse
and the elders when Manche‘Animle gends ' to s to do anything we
call our youngmen together and get them to do it.'We tries cases

such as when a prother offends & brother or man offends another
man, It is reported to the Asafoatse, who summons us and we go
into the matter. Important cases are referred te Manche Animle.,
There are six principsl elders among the Gbesedom. I am one of
them., There are two kinds of elderé, principal and small elders.
The smali elders received notice of any magter through the
principal(zlders. They are entitled to sit to hear cases,

There is no fixed numbe;'to fﬁrm a Court,

I vecame and ehder in my father's place as head of a family
There is an elder to every family. There are more than 200 compoutida
Many of the elders are dead and their' places have not been filled,
The Asqfoatse would call upon the vacancy to be filled,

Not all the 200 compounds are entitled to have elders, I can

r b
emember twelve whq/so entitled, six are dead and six are alive,
2§
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To be an elder is hereditary passing from the head of o family to
hie successor, ( The Extract from Dr, Palmer's report is read to
vwitness and he concurs in the description there given of the electinvVw
of a Manche ),

I was & boy when Animle was made & Manche but I have learnt
what took place, Manche Animle is the Headchief of the Osudokus
I have never heard of Osudoku being divided 'into Eastern and Western
Osudoku, The only division I know of, is into those who are now at
X'borg and at Osudoku, There is no one bwtween the Manche end
Asafaocatse,

' The Gbesedom and Gbesekponor tribes are not under &
separate Manche, The four tribes serve one tribe., No one has &
right to claim to be Manche of Gbesedom and Gbesekponor tribes, end
to bYe independent of Animle., No 2ne would have the right without
consulting me, No one hmxz has consulted me. I have never been
summoned to attend a meefing in connection with the matter. There
is no stool given, juriediction over the Gbesedom and Gbesekponor
tribes, As long as I have heen an elder I have known no one come
between the Asafoatse and Manche Animle., I have not known of one
nor has my father told me of one.,

many
There are(bbesedom villages I know them all,
BEKOE B, 8, Ts b,

I am an elder of the Gbesedom tribe, I represent Na Appiah
my younger brother., He ies the Asafoatse of the tribe. There isg
only one Asafoatse. Anything connected with the Gbesedom tribe would
come through the Asafoatse. No one has. any right to use the name
of our tribe unless they have consulted with the Asafoatse ond the
elders. The Asafoatse and Blders have power to tryB;?ii cases

Those that are bigger than themselves are sent to the Manche,
to Manche Animle,

Animle,

I mean
There is no one between the Asafoatse and Manche

I have never heard of g Konor of Eagtern Osudoku. I hawe

not heard that he claims to be Konor of Gbesedom and Gbesekponor

tribes. No one has approached me on the subject, If consent of the
Gvesedom tribve was to be obtained it should have been obtained

through me, The evidence that the consent of one elder of the Gbese-

dom
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tribe was sutficient to show the approval of the whole tribe 18
false. manche aulwie is tne manche or our tribe., we kuow of no

otRer, i uo not believe that there is a mancue or sonor called

potuako. wvesedow ana ubesekponor were one tribe betore, .ow

they are diviaea into two. . do not meaﬁ that they quarrelled,

but they became numerous, . have always known the tribe dividea

into two,
uf & tribe has wot an asaloatse wanche aniuwle seuas 0 the

neadmen or the tribe to appoiut an Asasoatse, rue eluerg then
meet, anu eievt vne wno 1s uearest to the stool, ue 15 then
representea to ike manche snimle, who can accept or reject siume
He is then takeu back to tne viliage, put on the stool, preseantea
witn a cloth, ana a lion clotn, a sheep is xillea ana the plood
is smearea on his feet. ihen pe 15 kept in a room ror a week and

guarded, aiter the week he is Iormeliy presentea to wmanche aniwuie

svery asafoatse has a stool,

ADU GHu 8, 8 Ty De:i=
1 am an elder oi the waruor trioe asiievi is our asasoatse

at preseuat sick, . have been an elder about six years, i au a

Iarwer and have 1armea on vsudoku lana,
1he Asaioatse 18 the nead or the tribe. i1 the tribe wisu

to do anytning or agree to do anytning it 1s done througn tune

ABAL 0ATSe, n0 Blug.e elder is able to agree to anything on tine

part oi vhe trive, we try vases, the asafoatse anu the eiaers.

it there are cases t00 vig 1tor us thney go to the mancie anilmse.
1 have never heard of vsuaoku being dividea into mastvern anu

wesvern vsudosu, =0t even in tane olu days, 1 have never neara

01 a vhier opotuaxo,
15r1rEY AKAKVU 8. a. T, b,

4+ am the asafoavse oi ubesekponor trivne, wheu the trive
a0 anytnming it is done tarough the asafoatse ana the elders.,
we also nold wvourt. wheu vases are too big 1or us Ea e. g, land
vases, axmxxgndxtm . sena them to the wanche, 1 don't know who
is tne wancvne ot ubesekpoaur. iuere is noune , aniwle is tne manche

0i tne vsuaokus, 1 have not known or usudokxu pbeing divided into
e xanshe Konor of

nase.ern and western usuaosu, 4 4o n0T Xuow

Y
g B4
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sastern vsudoku., 4 do not know oI & aancne ot the ubeseaoa and

ent of tne ubesexponor tribe could

Guvesekponor tripes. ine cons

ea without tne consent o1 the elLaers ana

not have been obtain

o attempuv nas been made to obtain
no right to speak 10T

mysell, u my consent, iae

persons mentioued by 1Sutsu vtibuo have

]
tne tribe. 1 recognise wancie Aniuu€ ana no other.

vtlpuo 41 ue 1s &n elaer i 4o not kuow it. =zate upale is au

eLueT., »05€5 VELE 18 uot an elaer,

witness now states =ate vpale 1% not an elcer.

suey have not been Jolued witi ame in trying cases.

. a0 not Know »ocuako as & mancne, i1 G0 not know nim as tne

wanche 0t tne ubesekponor tribve.

NA pbORBOIV 8. @ r,e b

1 am oI tne ubesekponor trive. 1 aw liugulst to that

tr.be. 41 there 1s ARxLRIRE any case difrficuit among ourx tridve

to try 1 take i1 to fanche snimie. 1 koow all thne elders oI

tne ubesekponor tribe,. s knuow the elaers who are entitliea

to join 1 trying cases. mate vpale is one. rsutsu vtibvo 18

@i eluer amangws vtibuwo 18 & younguah, noses ugde is &en elGer
anv rettey Adjopoul is not an eider,

to agree or to r

the consent os tne tribe was given througat asumel deceaséd,
it 1 obtaineu turough ietiey skako,
i1he neauchief 01 ubese

cvhief o1 the usudox

1 do uot xuow poOtuako &as & mancueé. né uas 1o power o1 over the

3 kuow isutsu

Lnese peopie have no right

ezuse anything on vehalf oI the tribe, »orumally

LOW

kponor triwve 18 aulul€., ne is the unealdun

us, sruere is no wancue 0i the ubesekpouor Crit:

Ubeusekponor peopleé. L uave NEVER nNearu 0l mas.ern uBuUdOAu, . have

not mearu 0I & nONOr 01 1ASTEIN USUAOxU, i1he uDEesEkpoLOT ana the

vbeseuom tripes were unitea a long time ago. .t 18 nearsay, ihey

naa a captaiu in those cays not a wancae, when they were unlted

tuen their captaiu was 1etiey Aold Vweisu. Al TEIr ulw nwaygu vTiboo

was ugue & vaptain, wate Asuwcl caie after nim and he was

succeeaea 9y L1ETLEY /LKaKO. Les€ VEIE vapt..xins oL &

1 Kuow oi no uvapiain o1 Jhe two triuves wieu taey were wuulTeu,
. have ueara o1 & desire to wmake a separAate ulvision oI

singLe trive
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01 Usudoku, upale appreaciieu e aAnu gula they desirea to iake

& separate chier ana no Longer serve UNGEr animie, but 2 refusea

10 weebting os the eluers wap caileu., 4 do aot kuow of any wmceting

4 &u relateu to upale anu he came TO we. 4 do not xnovw 11 a

meetang was caiasx held 1 shoula have xnown i1 the asafavatue

haa been swwi0eu 1N sUun & case, oome 04 their peopie are in

favour o. .ue suneme 10 & sepurate aivision., iney ure ievi. suey
uld wot tell we vne reason.
wUSLS Vbl BOTUARO sworn SRyS;=

I am of the Gbesekponor tribe. Botuako the claimany
to the stool of HBastern Osudoku is my son, The trive asked
me to give him up and I gave him up. The Gbesekponor people asked
me for him, There came Mate Opale., Tsutsu Otibbo Amankwa. Otibbo

Mate Ze Botchie, .These came on behalf of the Gbesekponor tribe.

No Captain accompanied. They hed a right to speak on vehalf of the

trive.. They wented my son to put on the stool of my grandfather
Botuako's stool.
Ogbeasemen
Ogbe Botuako
Na Botuako
and then the present one, are the
occupants of the stool,

Na Botuakoo was on the stool & long time ago. There was no
one on the stéol between Na Botuako and the present occupant, but
Kwajo Otibbo was ;ooking after if. During this time they served
no one Kwajo Otibbo mae served no one, He never served Ianche
Aninle,

Gbesekponor and Gbesedom tribes are under the Botuako
st001, When our fathers were alive we had our own stool and Animle
hed his own stool, Otibbo also had his own compound where he had

his‘own trive under him. After Kwajo Otibbo's death his son
Tsutsu Otibbo became guardian to the stool, Before Kwajo Otibbo
died he was always saying to me that my son would be one day on
the hereditary gtool. My son was sent to school and supported by
Opale and others. When his education wae finished Tstiteu Otibho

apked for my son, I did not refuse because of what Kwajo Otibbo

.\t‘
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Otibbo had said,

The Gbesekponor's and Gbesedom served Animle at one time,

about eight years ago. Animle does not regord us because we have

become Chrintisns, also things that we have & right to own are

taken away from us, I mean the Nomoyi cxreek. We are excluded when

Animle consulted hip elders Kwaje Otibboe our father used to try

lnﬁd capes., Now Animle tries land canes without reference to us,

We heve made a Manche who can get our lands back for us and

that is why we wish to break away from Manche Animle. Besides

the Nomoyi oreek, there have been 1ands taken by other tribes,

which the Manche will not get back for us. I mean by the Croboes.

Cases were tried in the Government Courts or in some Courts

without our knowledge. This has happened in my 1ifetime, There HXE

have been cases in the English Courts but judgments have always

judgments. Becausne
and

of the dissatiofaction we are hostile to Animle{want a ne

been against us., We are dissatisfied with the
w Hegdaw):
chief, The land with which the cases dealt were the property
of the Gbesekponor people, and not of the family. We are in
charge of the Botuako stool that is mne why we took steps. We did
not wait for the Gbesekponors.

What is taksm stated in the public Notice is correct that the
ljand cliamed there is for the Botuako and Otibvo family.
MATE ZA BOTCHEY s. &, Yo b, s8aysi=

I am of the Gbesédom tribe. I have been an elder for a year

and a half., Abuans Botchi is the head of the Gbesedom tribe, I
know Na Appiah he is en Asafoatae.'Abuana Botchi is above him,
He is & smell Manche, Not all the tribes have a small Manche like
this, only Gbesedom, Abuana Botchi is dead now. I am in charge of
hi7étool. I have cherge of Gbesedom tribe, There was onee an
Asafoatse of the Ghesedom tribe called Abotchie Tegenya. I am in
charge of his $tool. I am not an Asafoetse., 1 am above Na Appial
It is my duty to call together the Gbesedom Elders, I have called
them together twice, The first meeting was three years ago, It

was about uniting ourselves Gbesedom tribe, together and p:oi . .3

b6 5 e <

looking after out town, The lagt time I conferred with them was

about puttiﬂg me on the stool for which I was guardian, I called
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Asafontse Na Applah but he did not come. Bekoe nor Ywani fdu 1
did not cell, Na Appiah I sent for but he did not come..

The Gbesedom trive iec divided into two houses end ap I
sumnoned Na Appiah and he did not come these other people would.
not have come, I am looking after both stools of Abuzna Botchi
and Abotchl Tegenya, The Manche of Guesedom wae made by hAnimle,
Abuena Botchi,

The Gbepedoms are under Animle. 1 regard Animle &s IV
Headchief ., Recently Osudoku hag been divided into Eastern and
Western Osudoku., No particular person divided it, I know there is
a Konor of Eastern Osudoku. I consider that the Gbesedom are
under him, he is an independent Konor. 1 have said I am under
Animle and 1 am under Konor Botua}o who ip indpperdont of Animle
1 have heard of Tu Adsena. Botuako not Animle now occupying that
stool, ( correction ) I was formerly under Animle. Animle wanb
nade a Manche of tqf Nadu Fetirh to collect the people togethr.
Abuans Bochie was moade a Manche under him., Animle was made &
I’anche with a straw hat and a stick, end he was to gather the
Osudokus together being a fetish Manche., Animle have had enmnity
egainst Abuana Botchie because the latter refused to go and
o ereck from Akakposu. Through the emmm enmity of Animl.
father who gave information against my father in connect
the Naedu Fetish I droke with Animle,

TETTEY AMUSU 8, @, Ty b, i-

1 was Lingusi to Kwadjo Otivbo, and I am now linguiet to
Botuake. I am of the same tribe as they are, The stick I have
ie & new one 1 got it three monthe ago. Yhen 1 was linguiet to
¥wadjo Otibbo I was not under Animle., I did not know Kwadjo Otibbo
was under Anirle, Kwadjo Otibbo was llankraloc to Botuako who wase
dead. Botuakc was lManche of the Gueselkponors, He was Manche of
the Gvesekponors, Gbesedoms aund others. I can remember vhen
Aninle was put on the skool. I did not attend as it was mixed
up with the Fetish,

Tettey Akako is Captain of the Gbeeekponors., He was

under Otibvo deceased.if he is under Animle 1 do not know, lio
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No one has been elected to Otivvo'e mtool yet. The whole trouble
ia over the Nomoyi oreok, Even if that trouble is vettled, it
Will be impossible for us to make one with Animle.
TEI LASIDJI s, &, r. h, says:=

I am chief linguist to Manche Animle., Tu Adsena at the time
of the Katamanso War was an 0ld man so I have heard, It ie
untrue that Abuana Botohie was & Manche of the Gbemsedom tribve.
Abuena Botchie was appointed by Animle to look after the Volivo
reople, He was made a headman of the village. The five tribes
existed beforqNua left he took the division with them, end it
still exists in X'borg Gbesokponor and Gbesedom were known as
ene, I have never heard of a Manche over them, I cannot

i remembor when they were one,

8% Omesu's house was one and Tibbo's house was another,
Tibbo was Asafoatse for Gbesekponor tribe. He was succedded by
Asimei, and he by Tettey Akako, I have not heard of a Mankralo
for the Osu's, I have known the stool of Botuako. I heard
there was one Botuake long before the Awuna war. My father tol
me Botuako was to be successor to the Nadu Fetish priest, Bo’
died before the Fetish Priest, Amano succeeded to the Fet’
Priest, and since the Fetish was abolished no prienﬁ has be.
made. Botuako was Gbesekponor tribe, Amano wae Gbesedom tribe,
Abuans Toli was Fetish Priest when Botueko was alive, He wus ot
the Gbesedom tribe, The Fetish Priest was chosen between the
Gbesedom and the Gbesekponor tribe, The one was chosen after the
other,
| The dispute with Otibbo arose about fifteen years ago
over land and creek disputes, At the time of = 1894 Avuada V.
O0tibbo Animle and the Otibdbe family were friends, Hostility aroe
in connection with the cape Anade,V,Donolo when Otibho sided
with Akakobu against Animle, We do not know the Botuako family,
It was a Fetish name, Otibbo had a daught;r whe produced the
person who ocalls himself Botuako III, His resl name is Tei, We
do kmm not know the hame Botuako,

Tsutsu Otibbo is not regarded as a person of authori ty

His father was the eldept Asafoatse, and has since been
58
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been sucoeeded by two different persons Asafoatse try petty
canes, The Asafoatses have control of land under Animle,
It was divided d"mm up by him, To fish in a portion of a
creek or on land under the control of an Asafoatse permimeion
has first to be obtained from him, A person whose permiweion
has been refused has a right to complain to Manche Animle,
Tribute ie given freely from the creeke, but it not compulsory
It is & question of good manners,

The headmen of villages have not power to try cases. They
might settle a palver betveen a man and his wife hmiwmen but
nothing more, Cases are tried by the Asafoatse and not the
village headman. The village headman has not a stool,

The village headman is not elected or appointed,

When a person makes & clearing in the bush his name is
given to it and to the collection of huts which might grow up
he would be referred to by the Asafoatse in any matter and
would represent the people in his clearing, His name would be
.given to the clearing and he would be succeeded by his son .
If Manche Animle was trying a big case he would summon the
Apafostpemei of the five tribves. The Asafoateemei would
summon their elders and bring them to the hearing.

One Na waes Apafoatse of the Doxsei trive, He is dead and
has been succeeded by a small) boy, who is not yet grown up.

The Asafoatsemel are all equal, but age counts, a man
who has been an Asafoatse for a long time is regarded with
esteem, This was the case with KMadJo Otibho. He came to he
regerded as Mankralo. There is no Mankrale at present. The
Manche is thinking of appointing Otibbo's successoxr as
Mankralo, He has not been a Captain a long time, but as he
succeeded Otibbo the Manche thinks it & good thing to appoint
him Mankralo, The Asafoatses are succeeded by their brothers,
and failing then by their sons., Kwadjo Otibbo was succeeded
by Asimei, the son of his brother, The election n;z made by
the family, who present the chosen person to the people, and

then to the Manche. The Manche can refuse to accept the persc

2

CamScanner



20,

Person nomineted,

Nua belonged to the Dorsi trive,

He took part
of the ntool

away and left part on which Animle sits.,
There was a row among the fgmily;

and a war came and the place

vas broken up. The row was about & week bead., The war was with

the Akim people |Opoku) .

With regard to the Nomoyi oreek Kwadjo Otibbo supported
Akakposu with his evidence, Akakposu lost the case, Otibbo's
family refusé to pay & share in the expenges -in that lawsuit
and until they do 8o,
fish,

the Asafaotse will not allow them to

.'--.--n.---ca--n----'a----------------n-
d
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